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Summary Information

Scope and Contents

The bulk of collection consists of Ivan Kernyts’kyi’s personal and business correspondence, and his
writings, including plays, short stories, children stories, and newspaper articles. The collection also
includes Kernyts’kyi’s personal documents, biographical materials, and photographs.

Biographical / Historical

Ivan Kernyts’kyi (1913-1984), a Ukrainian writer, columnist, and humorist, was born in the village of
Sukhodil, Bibrka county, currently Peremyshliany district in L’viv region. Kernyts’kyi completed four
grades in the village school and continued his studies at the Ivan Hrinchenko “Ridna shkola” in L’viv.
After seventh grade, he entered trade school in L’viv, but had to leave due to poor health conditions. 

In the 1930s, Kernyts’kyi belonged to the modernist community of Galician literature centered around the
journal "Nazustrich". He started his career as a staff writer of the influential paper "Nash Prapor" in L’viv,
and worked from 1933 to 1939. His 1934 collection “Sviatoinvans’ki vohni” received critical acclaim.
During the German occupation of L’viv, Kernyts’kyi produced advertisements at various newspapers. At
the end of World War II, he left for Austria. In 1947, his collection of humorous stories “Tsyhans’kymy
dorohamy” was published in Western Germany. In 1949, Kernyts’kyi moved to the United States, where
he primarily contributed to the daily newspaper Svoboda, and humor magazine Lys Mykyta. He also
worked as a proofreader for newspapers and created advertising booklets. He wrote under the
pseudonyms as Iker, Gzyms, and Papai. Kernyts’kyi died in 1984 in New York. He is buried at the
Ukrainian Orthodox cemetery in South Bound Brook, New Jersey.

Conditions Governing Access

This collection is unprocessed. Please contact the  to determineShevchenko Scientific Society Archives
the extent of access that is currently possible.

Conditions Governing Use

Single photocopies may be made for research purposes. Rearchers may take photographs of archival items
using hand-held cameras or smart phones without flash subject to restrictions. The responsibility to secure
permissions from all relevant copyright owners rests with the patron. Please visit the main
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shevchenko.org website to view the full .archives use policy

Description Control

The information here is based on legacy accession files and descriptions, and it has not necessarily been
verified against the actual archival materials. It is provided in order to facilitate maximal accessibility for
researchers. Please contact the  with questions or requests forShevchenko Scientific Society Archives
clarification.

Arrangement

This collection is arranged into 6 series: Series I: Correspondence, 1951-1994, undated Series II:
Writings, 1940-1982, undated Series III: Documents and Biographical Materials, 1934-1995, undated
Series IV: Visual materials, 1946, undated Series V: Writings by Others, 1962-1979, undated Series VI:
Photographs

Administrative Information

Publication Statement
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Controlled Access Headings

https://shevchenko.org/library-archives/archives-use-policy/

